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In a career in education spanning over thirty years, Neil has worked in schools 

across the South of England, teaching English and leading English faculties. His 

work has included leading school inspections and helping struggling schools to 

make improvements. Most recently, Neil was Head of Senior School at one of the 

United Kingdom’s longest-established dyslexia specialist schools. 

 

In 2009, Neil was invited to join the LAMDA’s examiner panel and, since 2016, 

he has led a team of examiners. He has represented LAMDA across the United 

Kingdom and internationally, including: India; Malaysia; Australia; the USA; and 

across Europe. 

 

Neil lives in Eastbourne, a seaside town on England’s south coast, with his wife, 

Tanya and their two school-age children. In recognition of his work within his 

local community, in 2017, Neil was made an Honorary Alderman of the Borough 

of Eastbourne. 

 

Outside of work, Neil enjoys spending time with his family. Often accompanied 

by his daughter, Neil loves to visit the theatre. He relishes opportunities to explore 

the countryside and heritage sites.  

 

Neil has been privileged to adjudicate a number of festivals throughout the United 

Kingdom, and at the Hong Kong Schools Speech Festival in 2023 and 2024 and 

Sri Lanka in 2025.  

 

Neil is delighted to have been asked to adjudicate the Cork Feis in 2026 – his first 

festival in the Republic of Ireland. 
 

  



EILEEN FITZGERALD, AIBSD, LTCL. 

 

 

 

Eileen Fitzgerald A.I.B.S.D., L.T.C.L runs a busy Speech and Drama school in 

Ennis, Co Clare, which celebrates 34 years in business in 2026. All aspects of 

Speech & Drama are taught in the school. 

Eileen studied with Trinity College London attaining a Licentiate Teachers 

Diploma. She has an Associate Diploma with the Irish Board of Speech & Drama. 

Her teaching and professional experience covers various Drama disciplines and 

activities. She is an experienced Drama Teacher, and Adjudicator of Speech and 

Drama Festivals, in Canada, Hong Kong and throughout the island of Ireland.  

In 1995 Eileen was appointed a senior Drama Examiner with the Irish Board of 

Speech & Drama. She brings 30 years of experience adjudicating Festivals and 

serves as a facilitator for several Acting Companies.  Eileen has also produced, 

directed and acted in numerous productions. 

From 1999 to 2012 Eileen worked with the Schools Competition Programme as 

funded by the Irish Government, carrying out pioneering work with students from 

disadvantaged backgrounds, aged 5 to 15 years in the field of drama. 

Former President of Feile Luimnigh, the largest performance festival of its kind 

in the West of Ireland, Eileen (together with her team) were responsible for 

organising the Instrumental, Vocal, Speech & Drama and the Irish language 

section. From 2011- 2019 Eileen had also been running the Cratloe Speechfest in 

her area for children aged 5-12 years. 

Over her 30 plus years of work in the field of Speech and Drama, Eileen feels 

fortunate to have met, and continues to be inspired by, so many young people 

who share her passion for the world of drama.  
  



SUSAN MACKAY, ALAM, LLAM, LLAM(TD) 

 

 
 

For 10 years, Susan ran The Fylde Stage School teaching levels of RAD and ISTD 

dance and LAMDA Speech and Drama before graduating from the Royal Scottish 

Academy of Music and Drama. 

After seasons in Repertory Theatre, touring and T.V she decided that it was time 

to realise other dreams. She now directs Upstage Drama, teaching Speech and 

Drama, GCSE Drama, Upstage Young People's Theatre and Bare Boards Theatre 

Company. 

Susan adjudicates at festivals all over the UK as well as Cork and Hong Kong. 

She is an adjudicator member of the British and International Federation of 

Festivals and has served as a deputy on the Adjudicators Council. 

Susan sees her role as an adjudicator as a combination of bringing new ideas and 

approaches to text and performance as well as fresh encouragement to every 

participant. She feels that everyone should leave a festival with a sense of 

achievement. 
  

 

 


